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Mass Casualty events Preparedness
The paper, written by Janice S. Smith discusses nurses' preparedness to catastrophic events. According to Janice, large-scale casualty events are events whose occurrence makes the available resources overstretched while trying to handle victims. She points earthquakes as one then and says that nurses are the first receivers of casualties from these events and the early they are prepared the better for them and the community as well as the government. The article, therefore, discusses various ways to prepare myself as a nurse which gives me essential lessons which I was previously oblivious to. 
There are several lessons that I have learned from this paper. That besides preparing for mass casualties that affect our society, I should also have a disaster management system scheme for my home. The importance of this kit cannot be overemphasized as it will help me concentrate on my work knowing that my family is safe. Necessary to note also are the steps that are followed to label victims of these tragic events. The red, yellow, green and the black tags help not only to identify casualties who need urgent attention but also those that should be released at the points of casualty. The other lesson is that acquisition of nursing credentials does not mean the end of learning about nursing; it is just the starting point of dealing with patients in the actual sense which provides real lessons like the one for mass casualty preparedness. 
After reading Janice's article, it is evident that am inspired to do some things. The first step that I will take is to prepare my home's emergency plan. I am also pretty sure that a good number of nurses are not aware of the principles of mass casualty handling as discussed by Janice. It will therefore by pleasure to use the knowledge and teach them so that we can assist each other whenever crises strike.
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